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Food For Thought:   

Thanksgiving Praise? 
  

  Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus for you.  

                                    ~1
st
 Thessalonians 5:18 

  

   Each year on the fourth Thursday in November, we gather for a day of feasting, 

football and family. While today’s Thanksgiving celebrations would likely be 

unrecognizable to the attendees of the original 1621 harvest meal, it continues to 

be a day for us to come together around the table—albeit with some updates to the 

original pilgrim’s menu. 

  

      In recent years, people have begun to call Thanksgiving by another name –

Turkey Day. I have always found this name a bit peculiar. On other holidays like 

Columbus Day, George Washington's Birthday, and Memorial Day, we pay our 

respects to those we are remembering, but if that name sticks, we would then have 

a holiday where we actually eat them rather than just honor them and that would be 

weird. Sorry, I digressed a bit there. 

  

      I think that there's a reason—a very disturbing reason—for the name change. 

When people sit down before their great feast on Thanksgiving today, although 

they still sense that they ought to bow their heads and give thanks, most don’t. It 

seems that they would rather try and forget God had any part in it by trying to 

suppress those feelings that He deserves their gratitude.  Then they can discard the 

Thanksgiving name and forsake all the traditions which traditionally kept God at 

the center of the celebration. 

  

    So, why are so many people ungrateful to God for His blessings? I think that the 

fundamental reason is that we are too prosperous. After the exodus from Egypt, 

God told the nation of Israel that He was leading them to a desirable land that He 

had already prepared for them. It would be a land overflowing with milk and 

honey, a land filled with strong cities that others had built and with vineyards and 

olive groves that others had planted. So, after occupying the land, they could 

expect a life of prosperity. But God warned them that with prosperity would come 

the danger of forgetting God. They would be tempted to look around at their 

wealth and say to themselves, "By our hands, by our labor, we have achieved this, 

we have built a good life for ourselves." They took credit for what God had given 

them.(Deuteronomy 8) 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+5%3A18&version=ESV
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     That same mentality exists today. We enjoy unprecedented prosperity, and yet 

we fail to recognize that its source comes from God. Why? Because the more 

entitled we become, the more we take our wealth and our accomplishments for 

granted. We feel we deserve it. When we get to that point where we want to take 

all the credit for our wellbeing, God begins to disappear. 

  

     One of the funny things about us human beings is that we are more thankful 

when we are suffering than when we are enjoying plenty. In Little House in the Big 

Woods, Laura Ingalls Wilder’s first book, she describes how new pioneers living 

on the edge of subsistence celebrated Christmas. Each of the older children 

received exactly two presents (a pair of knitted mittens and a piece of candy), and 

in addition, one of the younger children received a home-made rag doll. Were the 

children unhappy and ungrateful because their gifts were so meager? On the 

contrary, she concluded her reminiscences by saying, "What a happy Christmas it 

had been! 

  

     We have forgotten that there is nothing good that does not come from God. 

There is nothing bad in anything He does or in anything He designs. 

  

     I believe that it is time for us to prove ourselves to be God's children by giving 

Him the praise He is due. While we tend to look forward to Thanksgiving because 

it usually means a four-day holiday, getting together with family, and eating more 

food than we have all year, it is my sincere desire that it be more meaningful with 

our praise. 

  

     I would love to see Thanksgiving be the one day where Christians should 

over-emphasized what should be on our hearts every day of the year: a heart of 

gratitude in everything? What if our Thanksgiving prayers really thanked God for 

everything that has happened to us during the past year? 

  

    God clearly spelled out His good and perfect will for us in 1
st
 Thessalonians 

5:18  when He inspired the Apostle Paul to write: "In everything give thanks, for 

this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus." Did you catch that? In everything. That 

means in the good times, as well as the bad. In the pleasantries of life, as well as in 

the pain. During difficult times, trying times and frustrating times, those too.  

     

 Think how wonderful and more meaningful Thanksgiving might be if we focused 

on thanking God for all the things He rarely hears us thank him for. 

  

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1th+5:18
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1th+5:18
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Try this with me next year: Thank Him, not just for the food on the table and 

your "blessings” that you received for this past year," but also for all the ways 

He has not performed according to your liking. For all those times when He has 

said "no" and for all the ways He has worked in and through your life, perhaps 

without you knowing it. 

  

    Thank Him for all the unresolved issues and the ways you are still waiting for 

answers.  Thank Him—regardless—and see what it does for your soul as you offer 

Him a heart of obedience and surrender. 

    

 Thank Him—regardless—and see how it moves the others who are around your 

table. Then you will know what it means to be thankful and who to be thankful to. 

  

Just Some Food For Thought 
 


